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Summary 


Main Features 


The National Regional Profile (NRP) presents a brief statistical summary of key economic and social information for 
various levels of the Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC). It includes data from a variety of ABS 
and non-ABS sources. Broad indicators include Estimated Resident Population, some Census data, Births and 
Deaths, Unemployment, Income Support Customers, Taxable Income, Building Approvals, Motor Vehicle Sales and 
Agriculture. 


The NRP has been designed to assist users of regional statistics to understand the broad composition and structure of 
a region and to enable comparison across regions of Australia. The Profile is available for most Statistical Local Areas, 
most Local Government Areas, Statistical Subdivisions, Statistical Divisions, states and territories, and Australia. 


Economy 


ECONOMY CHARACTERISTICS 


2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 
ESTIMATES OF UNEMPLOYMENT - September quarter 
Unemployment no. na na 651,100 619,551 579,056 
Unemployment rate % na na 6.6 6.2 5.7 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE - year ended 30 June 
Total revenue $'000 na na na na na 
Total expenses $'000 na na na na na 
GFS net operating balance $'000 na na na na na 
Total assets $'000 na na na na na 
Total liabilities $'000 na na na na na 
GFS net worth $'000 na na na na na 
Net debt $'000 na na na na na 
SELECTED INCOME SUPPORT CUSTOMERS - at June 
Age pension no. na na 1,767,447 1,808,930 na 
Disability support pension no. na na 650,765 665,329 na 
Newstart allowance no. na na 591,293 554,875 na 
Parenting payment - single no. na na 436,604 444,801 na 
Youth allowance no. na na 410,259 398,912 na 
Other pensions and allowances no. na na 646,898 641,390 na 
Total selected income support customers no. na na 4,503,267 4,514,201 na 
Percentage of long-term newstart allowance customers % na na 58.8 60.6 na 
AVERAGE INDIVIDUAL ANNUAL TAXABLE INCOME 
Average individual annual taxable income $ 36,352 38,539 39,255 40,829 na 
WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS - year ended 30 June 
Wage and salary earners no. 7,434,433 7,471,985 7,472,419 7,640,539 na 
Wage and salary income $m 247,874.3 259,611.8 267,378.99 283,798.5 na 
Total income $m 257,840.2 274,048.5 281,927.6 298,486.9 na 
Average wage and salary income $ 33,341 34,745 35,782 37,144 na 
Average total income $ 34,682 36,677 37,729 39,066 na 
SOURCE OF PERSONAL INCOME - year ended 30 June 
Wage and salary % 71.6 71.1 na na na 
Own unincorporated business % 7.0 6.6 na na na 
Investment % 3 8.3 na na na 
Superannuation and annuity % 2.3 2.3 na na na 
Government cash benefit % 11.0 11.0 na na na 
Other income % 0.8 0.8 na na na 


Total personal income from all sources $m 357,637.0 384,842.0 na na na 


Population/People 


POPULATION AND PEOPLE CHARACTERISTICS 


2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 
POPULATION BY SEX - at 30 June 
Persons no. 19,153,380 19,413,240 19,640,979 19,872,646 20,091,504 
Males no. 9,505,331 9,630,652 9,753,133 9,873,447 9,990,513 
Females no. 9,648,049 9,782,588 9,887,846 9,999,199 10,100,991 
POPULATION : PERCENTAGE BY AGE GROUP - at 30 June 
Percentage aged 0 to 14 years % 20.7 20.5 20.3 20.0 19.8 
Percentage aged 15 to 24 years % 13.7 13.7 13.7 13.7 13.8 
Percentage aged 25 to 34 years % 15.0 14.8 14.6 14.5 14.3 
Percentage aged 35 to 44 years % 15.4 15.3 15.2 15.1 15.0 
Percentage aged 45 to 54 years % 13.6 13.7 13.6 13.7 13.7 
Percentage aged 55 to 64 years % 9.2 9.4 9.8 10.2 10.5 
Percentage aged 65 to 74 years % 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 
Percentage aged 75 to 84 years % 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.6 4.7 
Percentage aged 85 years and over % 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.5 
POPULATION DENSITY - at 30 June 
Population density persons/ na na na na 2.6 

km2 
INDIGENOUS POPULATION - at 30 June 
Percentage of total population % na 2.4 na na na 
OVERSEAS BORN POPULATION 
Percentage of total population % na 21.8 na na na 
SPEAKS A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH AT HOME 
Percentage of total population aged 15 and over % na 15.0 na na na 
PERSONS WITH POST SCHOOL QUALIFICATIONS 
Percentage of total population aged 15 and over % na 46.2 na na na 
OCCUPATION 
Percentage of total employed persons in medium/high % na 55.2 na na na 
skill occupations 
HOUSEHOLDS - Census 2001 
Households no. na 6,744,795 na na na 
FAMILIES - Census 2001 
Total families no. na 4,936,828 na na na 
Couple families with children under 15 and/or dependent no. na 1,904,122 na na na 
students 
One parent families with children under 15 and/or no. na 529,969 na na na 
dependent students 
PROPORTION OF POPULATION IN REMOTENESS AREA 
Major cities % na 66.3 na na na 
Inner regional % na 20.7 na na na 
Outer regional % na 10.4 na na na 
Remote % na 1.7 na na na 
Very remote % na 0.9 na na na 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS - year ended 31 December 
Births no. 0 246,394 250,988 251,161 254,246 
Crude birth rate rate 0.0 12.6 12.7 12.6 12.6 
Deaths no. 0 128,544 133,707 132,292 132,508 
Crude death rate rate 0.0 6.6 6.8 6.6 6.5 
Industry 

INDUSTRY CHARACTERISTICS 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 
BUILDING APPROVALS - year ended 30 June 
Private sector houses no. 121,706 79,139 119,774 114,974 118,885 
Total dwelling units no. 176,950 121,344 172,932 178,463 181,372 
Value of total residential building $m 25,303.1 19,549.9 28,768.6 33,114.6 36,696.1 


Value of non-residential buildings $m 12,214.0 12,905.4 13,743.8 17,133.8 16,850.0 


Value of total building $m 37,517.0 32,455.3 42,512.4 50,248.4 53,546.1 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE SALES - year ended 30 June 

Passenger vehicles no. na na 537,616 560,209 594,414 
Other vehicles no. na na 266,962 300,357 345,710 
Total vehicles no. na na 804,574 860,565 940,124 
VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION - year ended 30 June 

Value of crops $m na 18,534.2 na na na 
Value of livestock slaughtered $m na 9,737.8 na na na 
Value of livestock products $m na 5,964.7 na na na 
Total value of agricultural commodities produced $m na 34,236.7 na na na 

Environment/Energy 


ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY CHARACTERISTICS 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 


LAND AREA 
Land Area km2 na na na na 7,703,556.6 
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